Beat: Miscellaneous

Trash Man Turns Discarded Books Into A Library
Providing Books To Children

Bogota, Colombia, 25.03.2022, 12:44 Time

USPA NEWS - This garbage man hated to see all the books in the trash bins of wealthier neighborhoods, so he started salvaging
them to create a new library for his own neighborhood.

It all began 20 years ago when Jose Alberto Gutierrez of Bogota, Colombia found a copy of Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina in with the
rubbish. When he decided to rescue the book from the trash, it created a “snowball effect” that inspired him to continue saving
discarded literature.

Gutierrez has since collected over 20,000 books that now make up his own free library, named “Strength of Words”. Every single room
of his house is overflowing with literature, which he opens up to community children on the weekends. South Bogota is a poorer area,
which makes finding books that are freely available much more rare than in other neighborhoods. Thanks to Gutierrez’s efforts,
however, local children now have a host of resources at their disposal. He also has started shipping books to other regions that
experience a lack of literature.

Gutierrez doesn’t limited his book-lending to children, either. The trash man has sent books to FARC rebels (The Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia), who are preparing to assimilate into civilian life, according to the BBC.

Thank you for reading my article. These are merely my thoughts and insights based on the facts. | use only verified sources. No fake
news here. | write about a variety of subjects, mainly things | want to research and know more about. You can check out my website -
Small Village Life at smallvillagelife.com, where | share useful articles and news.

Wendy writes for the United States Press Agency and is a former columnist with the Fulton County Expositor, Wauseon, Ohio.
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